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TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 124217 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MASS, SA, US 

SUBJECT: E-15 SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA 

REE: JIDDA 3557 

1 . SENATORS WHO VOTED FOR F-15 SALE IN FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE WERE: DEMOCRATS: SPARKMAN, MCGOVERN, GLENN, 
HUMPHREY - REPUBLICANS: PEARSON, GRIFFIN, PERCY, BAKER. 

2. SENATORS WHO VOTED AGAINST F-15 SALE (FOR RESOLUTION 
OF DISAPPROVAL): DEMOCRATS: CHURCH, PELL, BIDEN, 

CLARK, STONE, SARBANES - REPUBLICANS: CASE, JAVITS. 

3. EULL TEXT OF SEC BROWN'S LETTER TO THE COMMITTEE ON 
SAUDI ASSURANCES READS AS EOLLOWS: 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DURING RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH YOU AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 
YOUR COMMITTEE, A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED RE- 
GARDING THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE F-15 AIRCRAFT WE PRO- 
POSE TO SELL TO SAUDI ARABIA AND REASSURANCES AS TO THE 
PURPOSE EOR WHICH SAUDI ARABIA WILL USE THE AIRCRAFT. I 

WOULD LIKE TO RESPOND TO THESE QUESTIONS AND ATTEMPT TO 
RESOLVE ANY UNCERTAINTIES THAT MEMBERS MAY HAVE EELT RE- 
GARDING THE PROPOSED SALE. 
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I. THE F- 15 AIRCRAFT 

THE F-15 WE PLAN TO SELL TO SAUDI ARABIA WILL HAVE THE 
SAME CONFIGURATIONS AS THE INTERCEPTOR MODEL APPROVED FOR 
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE. DURING THE DEVELOPMENTAL 
PHASE OF THE F-15, INITIAL PLANS CALLED FOR GIVING THE 
AIRCRAFT A GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITY. HOWEVER, THE AVAIL- 
ABILITY OE OTHER AIRCRAFT WITH SUPERIOR STRIKE CAPABILI- 
TIES LED THE AIR EORCE TO ALTER ITS PLANS AND TO LIMIT 
THE ROLE OE THE E-15 TO THAT OF AN AIR SUPERIORITY 
FIGHTER. CONSEQUENTLY, THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW GROUND 
ATTACK SYSTEMS FOR THE F-15 WAS DISCONTINUED IN 1975. 

SAUDI ARABIA CHOSE THE F-15 BECAUSE OE ITS EXTENDED 
PATROL CAPABILITY AND SUPERIOR AIR DEEENSE CHARACTERIS- 
TICS (INCLUDING AN ADVANCED, ALL-WEATHER AIR-TO-AIR RADAR 
SYSTEM). THE E-15 BEST MEETS SAUDI ARABIAN REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE AIR DEFENSE OE A VAST TERRITORY. IN CHOOSING 
THE F-15, SAUDI ARABIA REJECTED AIRCRAFT WITH POWERFUL 
GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITIES SUCH AS THE F-16. 

AS SAUDI ARABIA HAS SELECTED THE F-15 TO DEFEND ITS 
NATIONAL TERRITORY, IT WOULD BE FOLLY, AS THE CHAIRMAN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DESIGNATE OF THE ICS, GENERAL DAVID JONES, USAE, OB- 
SERVED IN TESTIMONY, TO USE THE F-15 OFFENSIVELY 
AGAINST NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO 
VIS-A-VIS ISRAEL, WHOSE AIR STRENGTH IS, AND WILL BE, SO 
MUCH GREATER. NOT ONLY WOULD THE F-15 BE RELATIVELY 
INEEFECTIVE IN AN OFFENSIVE MODE, AND THE RISK OF LOSS 
OF THE AIRCRAFT HIGH, BUT ITS USE AWAY FROM SAUDI ARABIA 
WOULD LEAVE VITAL OIL FACILITIES, URBAN CENTERS AND 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS WITHOUT NECESSARY AIR DEFENSE 
COVER. FROM THE STANDPOINT OP MILITARY PLANNING, IT 
WOULD MAKE NO SENSE WHATSOEVER FOR SAUDI ARABIA TO 
ACQUIRE AN AIRCRAFT WITH THE CHARACTERISTICS OP THE P-15 
WITH AN IDEA OF USING IT AS A GROUND ATTACK AIRCRAFT. I 
AM CONFIDENT THE SAUDIS HAVE NO SUCH INTENTION. LIKE 
THE USAF MODEL, THE F-15 FOR SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE 
EQUIPPED WITH AIR DEFENSE ARMAMENT, NAMELY FOUR AIM-9 
SIDEWINDER AIR-TO-AIR MISSILES, FOUR AIM-7 SPARROW AIR- 
TO-AIR MISSLES AND A 20 MM GUN. 

THE AIRCRAFT CAN CARRY THREE EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS, BUT THE 
PLANE REQUESTED BY SAUDI ARABIA WILL NOT BE EQUIPPED 
WITH SPECIAL FEATURES THAT COULD GIVE IT ADDITIONAL 

RANGE. SPECIPICALLY, THE PLANES WILL NOT HAVE CONFORMAL 
FUEL TANKS ("FAST PACKS"), I.E., AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS THAT 
CONFORM TO THE BODY OF THE PLANE, AND SAUDI ARABIAN KC-130 
TANKERS DO NOT HAVE EQUIPMENT FOR AIR REFUELING OP THE P- 
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15. 

SAUDI ARABIA HAS NOT REQUESTED THAT THE PLANE BE OUT- 
FITTED WITH MULTIPLE EJECTION RACKS (MER 200) WHICH 
WOULD ALLOW THE PLANE TO CARRY A SUBSTANTIAL BOMB LOAD. 
THE U.S. WILL NOT FURNISH SUCH MER'S, AND TESTING AND 
CERTIFICATION OF A MER SYSTEM FOR THE F-15 WOULD NOT 
BE FEASIBLE BY ANOTHER COUNTRY WITHOUT U.S. AUTHORIZATION. 
WHILE AIRCRAFT COULD CONCEIVABLY CARRY THREE STANDARD MK 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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84 BOMBS, THEY WOULD EACH REPLACE AN EXTERNAL FUEL TANK; 
THIS WOULD GREATLY SHORTEN THE AIRCRAFT'S RANGE AND IN- 
CREASE ITS VULNERABILITY. MOREOVER, IN CONTRAST TO THE 
F-16, THE F-15 DOES NOT HAVE A RADAR SYSTEM DESIGNED FOR 
BOMBING. 

SAUDI ARABIA HAS NOT REQUESTED NOR DO WE INTEND TO SELL 
ANY OTHER SYSTEMS OR ARMAMENTS THAT WOULD INCREASE THE 
RANGE OR ENHANCE THE GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITY OF THE 
F-15. 


PURSUANT TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY DISCLOSURE POLICY, 
CERTAIN HIGHLY SENSITIVE SUBCOMPONENTS OF THE U.S. AIR 
FORCE VERSION OF THE F-15 (E.G., CRYPTOLOGIC EQUIPMENT 
AND SOME SPECIAL ELECTRONIC CAPABILITIES) WILL NOT BE 
SOLD TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

IN SUM, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE F-15 WILL HELP SAUDI ARABIA 
DETER AND DEFEND AGAINST THOSE NATIONS THAT ARE HOSTILE 
TO ITS ROLE AS A LEADING MODERATE ARAB STATE. 

IT ASSURANCES 

THE GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA HAS ASSURED US THAT IT HAS 
NO AGGRESSIVE INTENTIONS AGAINST ANY STATE, THAT IT WILL 
USE THE F-15 AIRCRAFT ONLY IN FURTHERANCE OF ITS 
LEGITIMATE SELF-DEFENSE, AND THAT IT WILL NOT EMPLOY THE 
AIRCRAFT OFFENSIVELY. THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
SIMILARLY ASSURED US THAT IT WILL NOT TRANSFER THE F-15 
AIRCRAFT TO ANY THIRD COUNTRY OR PERMIT THE NATIONALS OF 
SUCH COUNTRY TO TRAIN ON THE F-15 AIRCRAFT, SERVE AS 
PILOTS, OR OTHERWISE TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE AIRCRAFT WITH- 
OUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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WE HAVE SPECIFICALLY DISCUSSED THESE RESTRICTIONS ON USE 
AND PROHIBITIONS ON TRANSFER WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF 
SAUDI ARABIA. THEY HAVE ASSURED US THAT THEY INTEND 
SCRUPULOUSLY TO COMPLY WITH THESE PROHIBITIONS AND 
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RESTRICTIONS. THE RECORD OE SAUDI ARABIA IN THIS RESPECT 
IS EXCELLENT. HOWEVER, SHOULD THE ASSURANCES BE VIOLATED, 
THE UNITED STATES CAN TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION, INCLUDING 
SUSPENSION OE SERVICES AND OF DELIVERY OE SPARE PARTS AND 
OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT. WITHOUT SUCH SERVICES THE 
USABILITY OE THE E-15 WOULD DEGRADE RAPIDLY. 

IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE SALES AGREEMENT 
RESERVES TO THE UNITED STATES THE RIGHT TO SUSPEND OR 
CANCEL DELIVERIES AT ANY TIME "WHEN THE NATIONAL INTEREST 
OE THE UNITED STATES SO REQUIRES.; EURTHER, UNDER 
SECTION 21(C) OE THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT, NO U.S. 

PERSON EMPLOYED UNDER EOREIGN MILITARY SALES CONTRACTS 
IN SAUDI ARABIA OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY WOULD BE PERMITTED 
TO PEREORM SERVICES IN SUPPORT OF COMBAT OPERATIONS. 

QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE BASING 
OE THE E-15 AIRCRAET AT TABUK AIR BASE. I WOULD LIKE 
TO REPEAT TO YOU THE ASSURANCE GIVEN TO ME AND OTHER 
UNITED STATES OEFICIALS BY THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA WILL BASE THE E-15 AIRCRAET, NOT AT 
TABUK, BUT AT DHAHRAN, TAIL AND POSSIBLY AT RIYADH OR 
KHAMIS MUSHAIT. BASING THE E-15 AT THE VULNERABLE 
TABUK BASE COULD PLACE IN NEEDLESS JEOPARDY THESE VITAL 
AIRCRAET WHICH WILL EORM THE HEART OF THE SAUDI ARABIAN 
AIR DEEENSE SYSTEM. IN ADDITION, TABUK IS NOT EQUIPPED 
TO SERVE AS AN OPERATING BASE EOR THE E-15'S, AND COULD 
NOT BE SO EQUIPPED WITHOUT EXTENSIVE U.S. ASSISTANCE 
WHICH WOULD NOT BE PROVIDED. THESE PRACTICAL CONSIDERA- 
TIONS, OE WHICH SAUDI ARABIA IS WELL AWARE, STRENGTHEN 
THE ASSURANCES THAT THE F-15'S WILL NOT BE BASED AT 
UNCLASSIEIED 
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TABUK. 

THE QUESTION HAS ALSO BEEN RAISED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT 
OE SAUDI ARABIA INTENDS TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL COMBAT 
AIRCRAET EROM OTHER COUNTRIES. THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERN- 
MENT HAS ASSURED US THAT IT DOES NOT INTEND TO ADD TO 
ITS INVENTORY ANY COMBAT AIRCRAET FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 
WHILE IT IS PREPARING EOR AND RECEIVING THE SIXTY E-15'S. 

THE SHORTAGE OE TRAINED PERSONNEL IN SAUDI ARABIA WOULD 
SEVERELY CONSTRAIN SAUDI ARABIA'S ABILITY TO UTILIZE ANY 
ADDITIONAL NEW AIRCRAET BEYOND THE E-15 DURING THIS 
PERIOD. 

WITH RESPECT TO THE SECURITY OF THE AIRCRAFT, THE GOVERN- 
MENT OE SAUDI ARABIA HAS EXPRESSED ITS DETERMINATION TO 
PROVIDE CAREFULLY FOR THE PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF THE AIR- 
CRAFT, MANUALS AND OTHER MATERIAL RELATED TO IT. PRIOR 
TO THE DELIVERY OF THE AIRCRAFT, WE WILL WORK WITH THE 
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GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA TO ENSURE THAT ADEQUATE 
SAFEGUARDS ARE IN PLACE TO PREVENT UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS 
EROM OBTAINING ACCESS TO THE AIRCRAET OR INEORMATION 
ABOUT IT. 

THE PROPOSAL WITH RESPECT TO SAUDI ARABIA, LIKE ALL SUCH 
PROPOSALS, STANDS ON ITS OWN MERITS, AND I HOPE THE FORE- 
GOING INEORMATION WILL BE HELPEUL TO YOU AND THAT YOU AND 
THE MEMBERS OF YOUR COMMITTEE WILL JOIN IN SUPPORT OP THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSALS TO SELL AIRCRAFT TO ISRAEL, 

EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA. 

SINCERELY, 

SIGNED - HAROLD BROWN. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. THE VOTE IN WHICH THE SENATE REJECTED A RESOLUTION 
TO BLOCK THE SALE OP JET LIGHTERS TO ISRAEL, EGYPT, 

AND SAUDI ARABIA (MAY 15) WENT AS POLLOWS: 

DEMOCRATS POR: ALLEN, ANDERSON, BAYH, BIDEN, BURDICK, 

CHILES, CHURCH, CLARK, CRANSTON, DECONCINI, DURKIN, LORD, 
HART, HASKELL, HATHAWAY, JACKSON, KENNEDY, MATSUNAGA, 
MCINTYRE, MELCHER, METZENBAUM, MOYNIHAN, NELSON, NUNN, 
PELL, PROXMIRE, RIEGLE, SARBANES, SASSER, STONE, 

TALMADGE, WILLIMAS, ZORINSKY. 

REPUBLICANS POR: BROOKE, CASE, DOLE, DOMENICI, HATFIELD 
(ORE), HEINZ, JAVITS, PACKWOOD, ROTH, SCHWEIKER, WEICKER. 

DEMOCRATS AGAINST: ABOUREZK, BENTSEN, BUMPERS, BYRD (VA), 
BYRD (W. VA), CANNON, CULVER, EAGLETON, EASTLAND, GLENN, 
GRAVEL, HATPIELD (MONT), HODGES, HOLDINGS, HUMPHREY, 

INOUYE, JOHNSTON, LEAHY, LONG, MAGNUSON, MCGOVERN, MORGAN, 
MUSKIE, RANDOLPH, RIBICOFP, SPARKMAN, STENNIS, STEVENSON. 

REPUBLICANS AGAINST: BAKER, BARTLETT, BET .1 .MON, CHAPEL, 
CURTIS, DANPORTH, GARN, GOLDWATER, GRIFPIN, HANSEN, 

HATCH, HAYAKAWA, HELMS, LUGAR, MATHIAS, MCCLURE, PEARSON, 
PERCY, SCHMITT, SCOTT, STAPPORD, STEVENS, THURMOND, 

TOWER, WALLOP, YOUNG. VANCE 
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APPROVED BY:NEA:AGLASPIE 

054889 200545Z/11 

O 200501Z MAY 78 ZFF4 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV NIACT IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 1 242 1 7 

FOL STATE I242I7 SENT QCTION JIDDA MAY 16, 1978 REPEATED 
TO YOU QUOTE 

UNCLAS STATE 1 242 1 7 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: MASS, SA, US 

SUBJECT: F-I5 SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA 

REF: JIDDA 3557 

1 . SENATORS WHO VOTED FOR F-I5 SALE IN FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE WERE: DEMOCRATS: SPARKMAN, MCGOVERN, GLENN, 
HUMPHREY - REPUBLICANS: PEARSON, GRIFFIN, PERCY, BAKER. 

2. SENATORS WHO VOTED AGAINST F-I5 SALE (FOR RESOLUTION 
OF DISAPPROVAL): DEMOCRATS: CHURCH, PELL, RIPEN, 

CLARK, STONE, SARBANES - REPUBLICANS: CASE, JAVITS. 

3. FULL TEXT OF SEC BROWN'S LETTER TO THE COMMITTEE ON 
SAUDI ASSURANCES READS AS FOLLOWS: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: 

DURING RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH YOU AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 
YOUR COMMITTEE, A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED RE- 
GARDING THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE F-I5 AIRCRAFT WE PRO- 
POSE TO SELL TO SAUDI ARABIA AND REASSURANCES AS TO THE 
PURPOSE FOR WHICH SAUDI ARABIA WILL USE THE AIRCRAFT. I 

WOULD LIKE TO RESPOND TO THESE QUESTIONS AND ATTEMPT TO 
RESOLVE ANY UNCERTAINTIES THAT MEMBERS MAY HAVE FELT RE- 
GARDING THE PROPOSED SALE. 

I. THE F- 1 5 AIRCRAFT 

THE F-I5 WE PLAN TO SELL TO SAUDI ARABIA WILL HAVE THE 
SAME CONFIGURATIONS AS THE INTERCEPTOR MODEL APPROVED FOR 
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE. DURING THE DEVELOPMENTAL 
PHASE OF THE F-I5, INITIAL PLANS CALLED FOR GIVING THE 
AIRCRAFT A GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITY. HOWEVER, THE AVAIL- 
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ABILITY OF OTHER AIRCRAFT WITH SUPERIOR STRIKE CAPABILI- 
TIES LED THE AIR FORCE TO ALTER ITS PLANS AND TO LIMIT 
THE ROLE OF THE F-15 TO THAT OF AN AIR SUPERIORITY 
FIGHTER. CONSEQUENTLY, THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW GROUND 
ATTACK SYSTEMS FOR THE F-15 WAS DISCONTINUED IN 1975. 

SAUDI ARABIA CHOSE THE F-15 BECAUSE OF ITS EXTENDED 
PATROL CAPABILITY AND SUPERIOR AIR DEFENSE CHARACTERIS- 
TICS (INCEUDING AN ADVANCED, ALL-WEATHER AIR-TO-AIR RADAR 
SYSTEM). THE F-15 BEST MEETS SAUDI ARABIAN REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE AIR DEFENSE OF A VAST TERRITORY. IN CHOOSING 
THE F-15, SAUDI ARABIA REJECTED AIRCRAFT WITH POWERFUL 
GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITIES SUCH AS THE F-16. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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AS SAUDI ARABIA HAS SELECTED THE F-15 TO DEFEND ITS 
NATIONAL TERRITORY, IT WOULD BE FOLLY, AS THE CHAIRMAN 
DESIGNATE OF THE ICS, GENERAL DAVID JONES, USAF, OB- 
SERVED IN TESTIMONY, TO USE THE F-15 OFFENSIVELY 
AGAINST NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO 
VIS-A-VIS ISRAEL, WHOSE AIR STRENGTH IS, AND WILL BE, SO 
MUCH GREATER. NOT ONLY WOULD THE F-15 BE RELATIVELY 
INEFFECTIVE IN AN OFFENSIVE MODE, AND THE RISK OF LOSS 
OF THE AIRCRAFT HIGH, BUT ITS USE AWAY FROM SAUDI ARABIA 
WOULD LEAVE VITAL OIL FACILITIES, URBAN CENTERS AND 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS WITHOUT NECESSARY AIR DEFENSE 
COVER. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF MILITARY PLANNING, IT 
WOULD MAKE NO SENSE WHATSOEVER FOR SAUDI ARABIA TO 
ACQUIRE AN AIRCRAFT WITH THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE F-15 
WITH AN IDEA OF USING IT AS A GROUND ATTACK AIRCRAFT. I 
AM CONFIDENT THE SAUDIS HAVE NO SUCH INTENTION. LIKE 
THE USAF MODEL, THE F-15 FOR SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE 
EQUIPPED WITH AIR DEFENSE ARMAMENT, NAMELY FOUR AIM-9 
SIDEWINDER AIR-TO-AIR MISSILES, FOUR AIM-7 SPARROW AIR- 
TO-AIR MISSEES AND A 20 MM GUN. 

THE AIRCRAFT CAN CARRY THREE EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS, BUT THE 
PLANE REQUESTED BY SAUDI ARABIA WILL NOT BE EQUIPPED 
WITH SPECIAL FEATURES THAT COULD GIVE IT ADDITIONAL 

RANGE. SPECIFICALLY, THE PLANES WILL NOT HAVE CONFORMAL 
FUEL TANKS ("FAST PACKS"), I.E., AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS THAT 
CONFORM TO THE BODY OF THE PLANE, AND SAUDI ARABIAN KC-130 
TANKERS DO NOT HAVE EQUIPMENT FOR AIR REFUELING OF THE F- 
15. 

SAUDI ARABIA HAS NOT REQUESTED THAT THE PLANE BE OUT- 
FITTED WITH MULTIPLE EJECTION RACKS (MER 200) WHICH 
WOULD ALLOW THE PLANE TO CARRY A SUBSTANTIAL BOMB LOAD. 
THE U.S. WILL NOT FURNISH SUCH MER'S, AND TESTING AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CERTIFICATION OF A MER SYSTEM FOR THE F-15 WOULD NOT 
BE FEASIBLE BY ANOTHER COUNTRY WITHOUT U.S. AUTHORIZATION. 
WHILE AIRCRAET COULD CONCEIVABLY CARRY THREE STANDARD MK 
84 BOMBS, THEY WOULD EACH REPLACE AN EXTERNAL FUEL TANK; 
THIS WOULD GREATLY SHORTEN THE AIRCRAET'S RANGE AND IN- 
CREASE ITS VULNERABILITY. MOREOVER, IN CONTRAST TO THE 
F-16, THE F-15 DOES NOT HAVE A RADAR SYSTEM DESIGNED FOR 
BOMBING. 

SAUDI ARABIA HAS NOT REQUESTED NOR DO WE INTEND TO SELL 
ANY OTHER SYSTEMS OR ARMAMENTS THAT WOULD INCREASE THE 
RANGE OR ENHANCE THE GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITY OF THE 
F-15. 


PURSUANT TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY DISCLOSURE POLICY, 
CERTAIN HIGHLY SENSITIVE SUBCOMPONENTS OF THE U.S. AIR 
FORCE VERSION OE THE E-15 (E G., CRYPTOLOGIC EQUIPMENT 
AND SOME SPECIAL ELECTRONIC CAPABILITIES) WILL NOT BE 
SOLD TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

IN SUM, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE F-15 WILL HELP SAUDI ARABIA 
DETER AND DEEEND AGAINST THOSE NATIONS THAT ARE HOSTILE 
TO ITS ROLE AS A LEADING MODERATE ARAB STATE. 

II. ASSURANCES 

THE GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA HAS ASSURED US THAT IT HAS 
NO AGGRESSIVE INTENTIONS AGAINST ANY STATE, THAT IT WILL 
USE THE F-15 AIRCRAFT ONLY IN FURTHERANCE OF ITS 
LEGITIMATE SELF-DEFENSE, AND THAT IT WILL NOT EMPLOY THE 
AIRCRAFT OFFENSIVELY. THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
SIMILARLY ASSURED US THAT IT WILL NOT TRANSFER THE F-15 
AIRCRAFT TO ANY THIRD COUNTRY OR PERMIT THE NATIONALS OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SUCH COUNTRY TO TRAIN ON THE F-15 AIRCRAFT, SERVE AS 
PILOTS, OR OTHERWISE TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE AIRCRAFT WITH- 
OUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WE HAVE SPECIFICALLY DISCUSSED THESE RESTRICTIONS ON USE 
AND PROHIBITIONS ON TRANSFER WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF 
SAUDI ARABIA. THEY HAVE ASSURED US THAT THEY INTEND 
SCRUPULOUSLY TO COMPLY WITH THESE PROHIBITIONS AND 
RESTRICTIONS. THE RECORD OF SAUDI ARABIA IN THIS RESPECT 
IS EXCELLENT. HOWEVER, SHOULD THE ASSURANCES BE VIOLATED, 
THE UNITED STATES CAN TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION, INCLUDING 
SUSPENSION OF SERVICES AND OF DELIVERY OF SPARE PARTS AND 
OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT. WITHOUT SUCH SERVICES THE 
USABILITY OF THE F-15 WOULD DEGRADE RAPIDLY. 
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IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE SALES AGREEMENT 
RESERVES TO THE UNITED STATES THE RIGHT TO SUSPEND OR 
CANCEL DELIVERIES AT ANY TIME "WHEN THE NATIONAL INTEREST 
OE THE UNITED STATES SO REQUIRES.; EURTHER, UNDER 
SECTION 21(C) OE THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROE ACT, NO U.S. 

PERSON EMPLOYED UNDER EOREIGN MILITARY SALES CONTRACTS 
IN SAUDI ARABIA OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY WOULD BE PERMITTED 
TO PEREORM SERVICES IN SUPPORT OF COMBAT OPERATIONS. 

QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE BASING 
OE THE E-I5 AIRCRAFT AT TABUK AIR BASE. I WOULD LIKE 
TO REPEAT TO YOU THE ASSURANCE GIVEN TO ME AND OTHER 
UNITED STATES OFFICIALS BY THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA WILL BASE THE F-I5 AIRCRAFT, NOT AT 
TABUK, BUT AT DHAHRAN, TAIF AND POSSIBLY AT RIYADH OR 
KHAMIS MUSHAIT. BASING THE F-I5 AT THE VULNERABLE 
TABUK BASE COULD PLACE IN NEEDLESS JEOPARDY THESE VITAL 
AIRCRAFT WHICH WILL FORM THE HEART OF THE SAUDI ARABIAN 
AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM. IN ADDITION, TABUK IS NOT EQUIPPED 
TO SERVE AS AN OPERATING BASE FOR THE F-I5'S, AND COULD 
NOT BE SO EQUIPPED WITHOUT EXTENSIVE U.S. ASSISTANCE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WHICH WOULD NOT BE PROVIDED. THESE PRACTICAL CONSIDERA- 
TIONS, OF WHICH SAUDI ARABIA IS WELL AWARE, STRENGTHEN 
THE ASSURANCES THAT THE F-I5'S WILL NOT BE BASED AT 
TABUK. 

THE QUESTION HAS ALSO BEEN RAISED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SAUDI ARABIA INTENDS TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL COMBAT 
AIRCRAFT FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERN- 
MENT HAS ASSURED US THAT IT DOES NOT INTEND TO ADD TO 
ITS INVENTORY ANY COMBAT AIRCRAFT FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 
WHILE IT IS PREPARING FOR AND RECEIVING THE SIXTY F-I5'S. 

THE SHORTAGE OF TRAINED PERSONNEL IN SAUDI ARABIA WOULD 
SEVERELY CONSTRAIN SAUDI ARABIA'S ABILITY TO UTILIZE ANY 
ADDITIONAL NEW AIRCRAFT BEYOND THE F-I5 DURING THIS 
PERIOD. 

WITH RESPECT TO THE SECURITY OF THE AIRCRAFT, THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF SAUDI ARABIA HAS EXPRESSED ITS DETERMINATION TO 
PROVIDE CAREFULLY FOR THE PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF THE AIR- 
CRAFT, MANUALS AND OTHER MATERIAE RELATED TO IT. PRIOR 
TO THE DELIVERY OF THE AIRCRAFT, WE WILL WORK WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA TO ENSURE THAT ADEQUATE 
SAFEGUARDS ARE IN PLACE TO PREVENT UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS 
FROM OBTAINING ACCESS TO THE AIRCRAFT OR INFORMATION 
ABOUT IT. 

THE PROPOSAL WITH RESPECT TO SAUDI ARABIA, LIKE ALL SUCH 
PROPOSALS, STANDS ON ITS OWN MERITS, AND I HOPE THE FORE- 
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GOING INFORMATION WILL BE HELPFUL TO YOU AND THAT YOU AND 
THE MEMBERS OF YOUR COMMITTEE WILL JOIN IN SUPPORT OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSALS TO SELL AIRCRAFT TO ISRAEL, 

EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SINCERELY, 

SIGNED - HAROLD BROWN. 

4. THE VOTE IN WHICH THE SENATE REJECTED A RESOLUTION 
TO BLOCK THE SALE OF JET FIGHTERS TO ISRAEL, EGYPT, 

AND SAUDI ARABIA (MAY 15) WENT AS FOLLOWS: 

DEMOCRATS FOR: ALLEN, ANDERSON, BAYH, BIDEN, BURDICK, 

CHILES, CHURCH, CEARK, CRANSTON, DECONCINI, DURKIN, FORD, 
HART, HASKET T., HATHAWAY, JACKSON, KENNEDY, MATSUNAGA, 
MCINTYRE, MELCHER, METZENBAUM, MOYNIHAN, NELSON, NUNN, 
PELL, PROXMIRE, RIEGLE, SARBANES, SASSER, STONE, 

TALMADGE, WILLIMAS, ZORINSKY. 

REPUBLICANS FOR: BROOKE, CASE, DOLE, DOMENICI, HATFIELD 
(ORE), HEINZ, JAVITS, PACKWOOD, ROTH, SCHWEIKER, WEICKER. 

DEMOCRATS AGAINST: ABOUREZK, BENTSEN, BUMPERS, BYRD (VA), 
BYRD (W. VA), CANNON, CULVER, EAGLETON, EASTLAND, GLENN, 
GRAVEL, HATFIELD (MONT), HODGES, HOLDINGS, HUMPHREY, 

INOUYE, JOHNSTON, LEAHY, LONG, MAGNUSON, MCGOVERN, MORGAN, 
MUSKIE, RANDOLPH, RIBICOFF, SPARKMAN, STENNIS, STEVENSON. 

REPUBLICANS AGAINST: BAKER, BARTLETT, BELT .MON, CHAFEE, 
CURTIS, DANFORTH, GARN, GOLDWATER, GRIFFIN, HANSEN, 

HATCH, HAYAKAWA, HELMS, LUGAR, MATHIAS, MCCLURE, PEARSON, 
PERCY, SCHMITT, SCOTT, STAFFORD, STEVENS, THURMOND, 

TOWER, WALLOP, YOUNG. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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